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"He who answers 
before listening - 
that is 
his folly 
and 
shame." 

Proverbs of Suleman. 18:13. 

 

Has anyone ever told you that the Holy Book of Christians has been 
changed? And perhaps most important of all, have you checked this out 
for yourself to see if this very serious accusation is true?  

Whenever I'm told or I read something (especially in the newspapers!) I 
have to remind myself, "Don't believe everything you hear or read - 
check the story out first!" Simply making an accusation does not make it 
true. Accusations are easy to make but they must be supported by 
evidence and proof, otherwise we are slandering and speaking out of 
ignorance. 

The Prophet Suleman in his Book of Proverbs shows us how foolish we 
can be and how shameful it is when we speak or accuse without listening 
first. 

Those making such an accusation are saying that God is either weak or 
untrustworthy. Either God was not able to protect His perfect Word from 
being changed, or, God planned the changes and so has changed his 
mind about what is true, and is deliberately confusing people. 

Secondly, they are denying the facts of history:  

It is abundantly clear from the huge collection of ancient copies available 
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today that the text of the Bible has remained the same, since God 
revealed it. 

I have heard many people say, "But you can't believe the Bible - it's been 
changed so many times" or "Yes, the Bible was from God, but we do not 
have the "original" Bible any more." 

Christians are often faced with such accusations which are actually very 
insulting and hurtful. No-one likes to have their Holy Book attacked and 
belittled. But when the attacks come we must make an honest attempt to 
see if there is truth in what is said. I have considered the charge that the 
Bible has been changed. I want to say that it is not true. 

All of us, whether Christians or Muslims, should be greatly concerned 
about Truth. Ignorance is not good. As the proverb says:  

"Blind in this world, blind in the next." 

We should want as much light and understanding of the truth as possible, 
especially when we realize that our eternal destiny depends on our 
response to God's truth. 

 

This is actually a very serious accusation to make. Anyone saying such 
things needs to be very careful indeed.  

Here are two reasons why we cannot truthfully say "The Bible has been 
changed." 

1) Is God weak or untrustworthy?  

The God who made the universe and everything and everybody in it is 
powerful. In fact, He must be all-powerful. There isn't anything He cannot 
do. 

We must never limit God. He is bigger than our minds. He is bigger than 
our understanding. He is bigger than all the pronouncements of all the 
religious teachers in all the world. That is why God is to be worshipped. 

So would the Almighty God stand helplessly by while evil men tampered 
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with and rewrote His perfect Holy Scripture? 

God Himself has said: "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words 
will never pass away." (Luke 21:33) 

God has gone to great lengths to reveal the message of His love and 
forgiveness to us, through His many prophets. Does it make sense that 
He should now watch as men seize His revelation and change it?  

God can and God does preserve and protect His Holy Word. When we 
look at the thousands of old Bible manuscripts in the original languages 
of Greek and Hebrew available for study by anyone wishing to look, we 
find exactly that. 

The teachings of Jesus Christ remain the same, whichever ancient 
manuscript we look at. They have not changed. 

I think you will agree that God's power could not be overturned nor can 
His Holy revelation be taken and perverted. Of course it could not 
happen. We would be questioning His almighty power if we argued that 
men changed his word without his permission. You may have heard some 
claim that God gave permission for His Book to be changed. "Maybe God 
allowed it so He could replace it with another Book," they say. 

Wouldn't this make God seem unreliable because He now says something 
very different than before? He is now calling right what used to be wrong. 
How could this be? This is accusing God of dishonesty. 

Does God contradict Himself ? This is something we humans do all the 
time, but we don't expect it of God. He is perfect. 

Does God back down on His previous promises? Again, we may do this 
but God wouldn't. 

Has God changed His mind showing that He cannot be trusted any more? 
We are often unreliable - as the Arabic proverb says: "Don't trust 
others, but don't trust yourself either!" But how can we ever say that 
God Himself is untrustworthy? 
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Have you ever noticed how British weather is always changing? 

A friend once gave me some advice: If you don't like the weather, just 
stand still and in 20 minutes it will have changed! That is our weather for 
you, but God is most certainly not like that.  

A most wonderful attribute of God is that He is 'The Unchanging One'. He 
and His Word are always constant and reliable.  

We read in the Taurat: 

"You know with all your heart and soul that not one of all the 
good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every 
promise has been fulfilled; not one has failed." (Joshua 23:14) 

It is so comforting to know that God does not change. It means we can 
trust Him and trust His Word completely. He cannot fail, neither can His 
promises in His Holy Book.  

The point of what I am saying is that I do not want the Almighty, Holy 
God to be misrepresented. He cannot be charged with being changeable 
and unreliable. 
God's Word is trustworthy precisely because He Himself is trustworthy 

I urge you to search the Holy Bible and see there God's many wonderful 
promises to you. 

2) What about the facts of history? 

- An abundance of old Bible manuscripts that we can examine 

To state, "The Qur'an says the Bible has been changed," is not convincing 
for the person wanting to examine all the evidence. Those bringing this 
serious charge need to be willing and able to bring proof showing clearly 
that what they are saying is a historical fact. 

They need to provide answers to such questions as: 
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1) When was it changed ? 

2) Who changed it ? 

3) Why was it changed ? 

4) What changes were made ? 

5) Where is the "original" Bible that we can compare it with to prove the 
change happened ? 

Do you have answers for these five questions ? 

If the Bible has been distorted then there will be proof. There will be 
convincing evidence and answers to these questions. 

1) When was the Bible changed? 

If the charge of corruption is true, then very big changes must 
have been made to the text of the Bible before Islam began in 
Arabia. This, however, is not what we find. What we actually 
find are at least 292 ancient manuscripts (hand-written 
copies) written before 600 AD. These copies agree completely 
with the Bible available today that you can buy in your local 
bookshop. These ancient manuscripts are written in the 
original languages of Greek and Hebrew. Trained scholars 
have translated them to give us an accurate translation in a 
language we can understand. 

We have copies of the Bible that predate Islam by up to 450 
years! These copies agree with today's Bible in EVERY point of 
teaching and doctrine. If you want to look for yourself, pay a 
visit to the British Museum in Great Russell Street, London. 
You will see there two Ancient Greek manuscripts on public 
display all year round - Codex Alexandrinus and Codex 

Sinaiticus. Ask the curator how old they are. 

Such evidence speaks for itself. The Bible cannot have undergone the 
changes that many Muslims believe. The manuscripts say "no!" to the 
charge of corruption. 

2) Who changed the Bible? 

Those usually charged with this scandalous crime are Jews and Christians 
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- otherwise known as "the People of the Book." Could this have been 
possible? 

Did the Jews change the Bible? 

The Jews are well known for their zeal in preserving their sacred 
Scriptures. They know the exact number of words and letters it contains. 
Those scribes responsible for the copying of the ancient Hebrew text 
showed amazing reverence and deep respect for the Scriptures in their 
hands. If they made even a small mistake whilst copying, that whole 
section was reverently disposed of. When they came to the name of God 
in the text, they would go and wash themselves before continuing. Such 
is their reverence for their Holy Book. 

We must also ask the question, "Why would the Jews wish to change the 
text of Scripture so that Jesus the Son of Mary is continually revealed as 
God's Messiah - an idea to which they became totally opposed?" That 
would make no sense whatsoever. 

Did the Christians change the Bible?  

You may have heard this but again there is no evidence. The documents 
of the New Testament were written by Christ's Apostles or close 
companions of the Apostles. They were moved by God's Spirit to record 
Holy Scripture. They were eyewitnesses of the events of which they 
wrote. They watched Christ and knew him intimately. They loved him and 
were willing to die for what they heard Christ say and saw him do. Their 
writings come to us in an unbroken line of testimony. Their books from 
the very first have always been regarded as reliable Holy Scripture 
coming from God Himself.  

Within a very short time Christianity, and copies of the Bible had spread 
over a wide area. There were translations of the Christian Scriptures into 
several languages distributed very early on. See the map below 
Illustrating the Early Spread of the Bible Before AD 600. Because there 
were so many copies, written in different languages, in so many places, 
in the possession of so many people, it would have been impossible to 
arrange or even agree to any change being made. History records no 
council or gathering where supposed changes were agreed upon. In fact, 
when groups tried to alter the Scriptures, they were exposed and 
condemned as heretics. 
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"People of the Book" had and still do have a deep respect and love for 
Holy Scripture. This is shown in the way we have preserved all the 
manuscripts. Christians have not destroyed or discarded any. 

Did Jews and Christians agree together to change the Bible ? 

To change the whole Bible, Jews and Christians would have had to agree 
to alter both the Old and New Testaments. This is out of the question as 
Jews and Christians, after the time of Jesus Christ, were opposed to each 
other. They would not have been able to agree on any change 
whatsoever! There would have been a definite outcry from one party had 
the other even attempted to change their Holy Book. 

3) Why was the Bible changed? 

Every crime has its motive. What could possibly be the motive for the 
"People of the Book" changing their own Scripture? Consider these two 
passages from the Old and New Testaments:  

"Do not add to what I command you and do not subtract from it, but 
keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I give you." 
(Deuteronomy 4:2) 
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"But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other 
than the one we preached to you, let him be eternally condemned!" 
(Galatians 1:8) 

Would corrupting their own books be more preferable than their eternal 
blessing? The warnings in the Bible are many and severe against anyone 
trying to change God's Holy revelation. It makes no sense to say that 
they went against such warnings, and then even preserved the very 
warnings they were ignoring. 

Christians were willing to lay down their lives for the sake of the Gospel 
message they had been given so that it might be preserved and spread. 
Many died during several periods of intense persecution. Would anyone 
die a martyr's death for a book he knew to be a fraud? It makes no 
sense. 

If one looks at the content of the Holy Bible, one is led to ask What 
possible gain would there be for men to invent such a Book? This is so 
when we realise that the Bible: 

forbids all sin (even sins of the mind and heart) 

commands all duty (loving God completely and one's neighbour as 
oneself) 

exposes the weaknesses and failings of its human authors (even the 
heroes of the Bible are described very honestly) 

humbles man completely by insisting that salvation is only by God's 
free gift of salvation and not obtained by our own deeds. (Don't we 
naturally feel we are not too bad and can therefore do something to 
merit God's favour?) 

These things show that the Bible is not of human origin, men would not 
write such things. It must originate from God Himself, and have been 
revealed perfectly through His servants. 

4) What changes were made to the Bible? 

Whatever changes have been attempted have been exposed and 
corrected by scholars. Modern translations of the Bible are the products 
of their painstaking study. If someone has a proof of changes that 
haven't been recognised, they need to present them. Christians and Jews 
alike do not want their books to have errors. 
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5) Where is this "original" Bible?  

Since it was revealed from God, many have disagreed with the Bible. It 
has been banned, burned, misinterpreted, and misquoted. Proud human 
hearts, offended by its message of free salvation in Jesus Christ alone, 
have despised it. But hated as it is, no one has ever been able to prove 
that today's Bible is not the original Bible that God revealed to mankind. 
No different "original" has ever been displayed. 

Conclusions 

Conclusions 

 God can and has promised to protect His Word. He is trustworthy 
and so would not act in a dishonest way and change His mind by 
replacing the way of salvation with another which was totally 
different. 

 The evidence of history is that the present day Bible is that 
which was revealed to the Prophets and Christ's Apostles. The 
many ancient manuscripts support this claim fully. No teaching 
or doctrine has altered since it was revealed by God. 

 There was neither opportunity for an agreement to change the 
Bible nor was there any reason why "People of the Book" should 
change the Book that they loved, revered and were willing to die 
for. 

 No different "original" has ever been produced by those making 
the charge of corruption in the text of the Bible. 

It remains for those making the charge to bring forward their 
evidence. I welcome any sincere questions and reasonable discussion 
on this matter, either by e-mail or letter or even in person.  

With all my heart, I would urge you to enquire further and read the 
Holy Bible for yourself. You can download the New Testament right 
here. The Holy Bible from beginning to end is God's compassionate 
message of how He desires to cleanse and forgive us through the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, Al-Masih. God calls all who admit they are 
unable to rescue themselves from the penalty of their sin to trust in 
Jesus Christ. He is God's appointed way of salvation. 

http://members.aol.com/alnour/biblechange2.html
mailto:FUZL@AOL.COM
http://www.soon.org.uk/newtest.zip
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May God reward your searching and bless you with His salvation. 

 

 

If we fail to grasp God's perspective on the issue of sin, 
then we will be in danger of offending our Creator. If we 
don't have a clear picture of the nature of sin then we 
will be very likely to commit sin. So what is sin?  

The Bible gives several definitions: 

 Sin is primarily a wrong against God Himself 
(Psalm 51:4) 

 Sin is lawlessness (breaking God's laws) (1 John 
3:4) 

 Sin is failing to reach God's perfect standard 
(Romans 3:23) 

 Sin is failing to do the good that we know we 
should do (James 4:17) 

Sin is not simply a weakness or a lapse. It is not 
committed merely because we lack knowledge or 
guidance. The Bible tells the unpleasant truth about our 
real state before the Holy Creator: our sin is like a 
cancer that has invaded every part of our lives; a plague 
that has spread throughout our being. We are totally 
corrupted in the sight of the Holy God of Heaven. We 
are unclean. We are rebellious. We are deserving of 
everlasting punishment. Our sinful nature means that 
we are dead here and now and will die spiritually in the 
hell where the devil and his angels will be, in eternity. 
BUT God's free grace has made it possible for us to live! 
Here and now and eventually in God's Paradise. "The 
wages of sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life in 

http://members.aol.com/alnour/ps51-4.html
http://members.aol.com/alnour/1john3-4.html
http://members.aol.com/alnour/1john3-4.html
http://members.aol.com/alnour/rom3-23.html
http://members.aol.com/alnour/jas4-17.html
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Christ Jesus our Lord." (Romans 6:23). 

This is the Good News that God reveals in the Gospel. 
Hell-deserving sinners can be freely forgiven through 
the obedience and sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 

Christ has paid our infinite debt. We accept or neglect 
this free offer of mercy.  

Originally, we were not spoilt by sin. God made us pure, 
holy and happy. Our father Adam and Eve his wife had 
the ability to NOT sin. We have lost that. Indeed, we are 
constantly sinning in our words and actions and our 
thoughts. Sin is not just external wrongdoing (murder, 
theft, adultery, etc.) it also includes our inner thoughts 
and desires and motives (pride, lust, hatred, selfishness, 
self-righteousness, etc.).  

The Scriptures make it very clear that ALL have sinned 
and fallen short of God's standard of perfection. The 
Bible says: " All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not 
even one." (Romans 3:12). There has only ever been 
One man who has lived perfectly without sin. Every 
other human being has been a sinner in the sight of God 
and has failed to please God fully. As the proverb says: 
"To err is human, to forgive is divine". The Scriptures 
tell us that this sinless One was Jesus Christ, who was 
holy and free from any deficiency and blemish. Even His 
fiercest enemies failed to find any fault with Him 
because He is the Eternal Word of God, who, by His 
power and holiness, overcame the devil. 

So what of the Prophets and their character and 
actions? 

God's Word tells us that His Holy Spirit inspired the 
words and actions of the prophets so that when 
communicating the messages of God they were infallible 
and did not convey imperfections or discrepancies; yet it 
does not deny their humanity or the fact that they were 
themselves subject to errors, negligence, and 
forgetfulness and committed sin in their ordinary daily 
affairs. Deficiency resides in man, whatever his rank, 
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status or measure of piety. God alone is unique in His 
perfection. 

I find it interesting that even the Qur'an (I am quoting 
from Mohd. M. Pickthall's Translation) agrees with the 
Holy Bible on this issue: 

Adam: Sura Ta Ha 20:121: "And Adam disobeyed his 
Lord, so went astray." 

Al-Baidawi, the Muslim commentator says of this verse, 
"He strayed from the path of duty and despaired, or 
wandered away from what he was commanded to do, or 
deviated from the right direction because he was 
deceived by the enemy."  

Muslim scholars have agreed that disobedience is one of 
the major sins, on the evidence of S. The Jinn 72:23: 
"whoso disobeyeth Allah and his messenger, lo! his is 
fire of hell, wherein such dwell for ever." The Arabic 
word for disobedience in both passages is the same- 
"asa". 

Jonah: S. Who Set Ranks 37:139-142: "And lo! Jonah 
verily was of those sent. When he fled unto the laden 
ship, and then drew lots and was of those rejected; And 
the fish swallowed him while he was blameworthy." 

Abraham: S. The Poets 26:82: "And who, I ardently 
hope will forgive me my sin on The Day of Judgement." 

S. Abraham 14:41: "Our Lord! Forgive me and my 
parents and believers on the day when the account is 
cast." 

Moses: S. The Story 28:16: "He said: My Lord! Lo! I 
have wronged my soul, so forgive me. Then He forgave 
him." 

S. The Heights 7:151 "He said; My Lord! Have mercy on 
me and on my brother; bring us into Thy mercy."  

Noah: S. Noah 71:28: "My Lord forgive me and my 
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parents..." 

David: S. Sad 38:24: "And David guessed that we had 
tried him and he sought forgiveness of His Lord, and he 
bowed himself and fell down prostrate and repented." 

Solomon: S. Sad 38:34-5: "Then did he repent. He said 
: My Lord! Forgive me." 

These men, however pious they were, were still just 
men. They failed and sinned and therefore needed God's 
forgiveness. Sin has infected all mankind. 

Only Christ was pure and free from sin. Therefore only 
He can be our Saviour. 

 

 

 

  

In the whole of history there has only ever been one act 
of pure unselfish love. That was when God in Christ 
gave Himself on the cross for undeserving people like 
us. That's why when we are looking for a definition of 
love we don't look in a dictionary, but at Calvary- the 
place where Jesus became our sacrifice. Such love has 
never been equalled. What does God's word say about 
such love? 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
(NIV) 

Let me share a story with you. 

Sheikh Ali had many servants that did his bidding. All he 
needed to do was ring his bell and any one of a number 
of servants would come scurrying to serve him. He had 
no need to move from his desk. Looking out of his 
window he saw Sadik his only son who was very dear to 
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him climbing a tree. Suddenly there was a loud cry and 
the Sheikh saw Sadik fall from the branches to the 
ground. Did the Sheikh ring his bell and summon a 
servant? No! He ran himself past the messenger on 
duty, out the door and past the open-mouthed door 
man.  

"I'm coming my son I'm here!" He picked up his bruised 
son and carried him past all the watching servants into 
the house.  

Now, God Almighty has many servants to do His will, 
but when he heard the cry of His children who had been 
bruised and spoilt by their sin, who came to help us? If 
He had sent an angel as He did to Mary we would have 
been privileged. If He had sent a Prophet as He did to 
His People many times, we would have been grateful. 
But He did not send a 3rd party. He did not send one of 
His creation. His love caused Him to give his very own 
self.  

"God demonstrates his own love for us in this: 
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  

In verse 10 we read "we were reconciled to Him by the 
death of His Son". Jesus is the eternal, uncreated Son of 
God. True love is self-giving and that is just what God 
showed. He gave the greatest gift.  

He gave His own Son.  

And therefore He gave Himself- as there is only ONE 
God. Christ is God made man. God clothed Himself in 
our humanity so He could rescue us. 

Have you ever thanked God for loving you that much? 
God gave His Son. But there is more. His love would be 
wonderful enough if God Himself had been given to live 
and give and serve for us on earth. But that was only 
the beginning of God's self-giving. God gave His Son 
to die. 

Look at the downward journey of the Son of God is 
described in the Holy Scriptures: 
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Jesus Christ: Who being in very 
nature God did not consider equality 
with God something to be grasped, 
but made himself nothing, taking the 
very nature of a servant, being made 
in human likeness. And being found 
as a man, he humbled himself and 
became to death - even death on a 
cross! 

(Philippians chapter 5 verses 5-8) 

God went all the way- from Heaven 
above, to Bethlehem then to Calvary's 
cross. He faithfully and with a heart 
full of love travelled the road alone 
right to the cross in order to save us 
from our sin. Have you ever thanked 

him for such love? He rose from death conquering the 
power of death and sin and Satan. He is in Heaven now 
ruling as the King of love. 

It was at the cross that God did his greatest work and 
demonstrated the greatest love possible. As the 
innocent and pure Son of God hung there, he drew to 
Himself the guilt and sin of the world. He willingly bore it 
and paid the punishment for it. He had no sin of His 
own, but He carried the immense and horrific agony that 
our sin deserved. Such was His love. The innocent took 
the place of the guilty. God had switched places with us. 
God gave His Son to die. 

This is the heart of the Gospel. This is the good news of 
the Gospel. God's love has accomplished forgiveness 
and salvation for those who trust in Jesus Christ.  

Just take a look at how the passage in Romans chapter 
5 describes those for whom Christ died. This is quite 
astonishing! God gave His Son to die for US.  

And yet just look at what we are like! Verse 8 says we 
are "sinners". That's not nice. We don't like to think of 
ourselves as being sinners, but the truth is we break 
God's laws every day- in thought, word and deed. We 
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are wrong inside. 

Verse 6 calls us "ungodly". Is that you? Verse 10 
describes us as "enemies". Have you ever thought of 
yourself as a defiant rebel against the Lord of the 
Universe? In verse 6 perhaps the ultimate insult to our 
self-righteous proud hearts, God describes us as 
"powerless" and helpless.  

What an ugly cluster of adjectives! But that's why Isa 
Al-Masih had to die, because that is our actual state 
before the God who made us and is unutterably pure 
and holy. How incredible that God should love us who 
naturally are so unlovely. How wonderful that God 
should give His Son, How amazing that He should give 
His Son to die. How humbling that He should give His 
Son to die for ME. For YOU. 

I remember the fact of Christ's death for me personally 
striking me very forcefully when I became a follower of 
Jesus. I was aware that I was not going to heaven 
because of the wrong in my life and that I was in need 
of a personal friendship with God. My religious 
upbringing was not going to rescue me, neither was a 
serious religious attitude combined with attendance at 
places of worship and all that goes along with that. I 
then realised the truth of what I had not really 
understood before - Christ had died for me! No I wasn't 
worthy, but He had died for me. No I wasn't good, but 
He had died for me. I simply admitted to Him my sin 
and failing and entrusted myself to Him.  

What is your response to God's love? Will you ask Him 
to forgive you and take away the guilt of your life? Will 
you turn from your sin and follow Him who gave up 
everything for you?  

 

I am aware there is much in this world that seems to 
say the opposite but if ever in this sad world you are led 
to doubt His love, just stop and remember Christ on the 
cross. How can you ever doubt that He loves you if He 
was willing to go through that for us? His love for you is 

http://members.aol.com/alnour/rom5-6.htm
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a fact.  
 

 


